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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

The Examiner acknowledges the Applicants' amendments to claims 1,55, and 68. 
Regarding these amended claims, the Applicants argue that the combination of Risberg and 
Nawaz, as described in the previous Office Action, fails to teach all of the limitations expressed 
in these claims. Applicant's arguments with respect to these claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the following new grounds of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3, 5-8, 10-17, 19, 21, 55, 68, and 71-88 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,229,534, which is attributed to Gerra et al. (and hereafter 
referred to as "Gerra"). In general, Gerra presents a system for accessing and displaying data 
from multiple sources, such as remote legacy applications and web servers, within multiple 
frames of a single GUI window (see column 1, line 14 - column 2, line 36). Such a system 
particularly retrieves data from one source, and uses this data to further retrieve data from the 
other source (see column 2, line 39 - column 3, line 9). Consequently, it is understood that 
information from one source is published to another source in order to access information from 
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the other source. The sources described by Gerra thus serve as targets for published information, 
and therefore, Gerra is considered to teach a method for configuring a graphical user interface 
element, particularly a GUI window, to publish and subscribe to a data target and data source, 
respectively. 

Specifically regarding claim 1 , Gerra teaches displaying a GUI element on a display, the 
GUI element specifically being a browser window comprising multiple frames, and whereby 
each frame is designated to display data from a source (for example, see column 6, lines 41-51). 
As each frame is designated to display data from a particular source, and since as described 
above, each source also serves as a target for information, it is understood that user input 
specifying a data source and data target with which to associate the frames of the GUI window is 
necessitated. In the case of the web server being a source of information, Gerra teaches that the 
user may specify this source using a URL (see column 1, lines 28-47). In response to receiving 
such input, the browser window is configured to automatically connect to one of the data sources 
and receive and display data from the data source, and publish this data to the other data source, 
which as described above, also serves as a target for published information (see column 2, line 
56 - column 5, line 9). The other data source uses this published information to retrieve data 
relevant to the information. 

With respect to claims 2 and 3, the GUI element of Gerra is a web browser window, as is 
described above. Since, as known in the art, a browser automatically connect to and receives and 
displays data from a source in response to user input specifying the source, it is understood that 
the such a browser window is configured without user programming, and without user input 
specifying source code for the operation. 
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Concerning claim 5, the browser window of Gerra receives and displays data from the 
user-specified data source, and publishes this data to the specified data target, as is described 
above. It is understood that such is done after the window is configured to receive and display 
data from the user-specified data source, and publish this data to the specified data target. 

In reference to claim 6, the method of Gerra executes on a first computer, and the data 
sources accessed via this method are each comprised within a second computer located remotely 
from the first computer, wherein the first computer is operable to connect to the second computer 
over a network (for example, see column 2, line 54 - column 3, line 9; and column 1, line 14 - 
column 2, line 36). Thus automatically configuring the GUI element to receive and publish data 
to these sources comprises automatically configuring the GUI element to connect to a second 
computer and receive and display data from a specified data source, and publish data to the 
specified data target. 

As per claims 7, 8, and 10, Gerra discloses that the web browser window is associated 
with a first computer program, the computer program comprising a multi-frame browser, an 
event handler, TCP/IP connectors, and a rendering component (see column 6, lines 10-51). 
Gerra discloses that such a program may be constructed for a particular function, such as 
booking travel reservations, and thus requires access to specific data sources and targets (for 
example, see column 9, lines 10-56). As such data sources and targets may not be well known, it 
is understood that user input specifying such specific data sources and targets may be input 
during development of the computer program. As described above, the web browser window is 
operable to receive and display data from a specified data source, and publish this data to a 
specified data target during operation of the program. Since such data may comprise web page 
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content, namely HTML-based applications (see column 6, lines 10-24, for example), it is 
understood that the multi- frame browser part of the program is responsible for interpreting and 
graphically displaying such web page content, as is common in the art. This program is thus 
considered a graphical program. 

Concerning claim 11, Gerra discloses that the data source for HTML-based content may 
be an HTTP server (see column 6, lines 10-24; column 1, lines 28-46; and column 7, lines 56- 
60). 

In regard to claims 12-14, the above-described user input specifies a first data source with 
which to associate the web browser window, wherein automatically configuring the web browser 
window comprises automatically configuring the window to receive and display data from this 
data source, as is described above. Specifically, this data source is a remote data source 
associated with a remote computer, wherein automatically configuring the window comprising 
automatically configuring the window to connect to the remote data source and receive and 
display data from the remote data source during program execution, as is described above in the 
rejection for claim 6. As further described above, the program of Gerra is operable to publish 
data to such a data source; the web browser window specifically accesses and displays data from 
another data source, and publishes the data to the first data source (for example, see column 2, 
line 54 - column 3, line 9). This data may comprise "live" data, such as travel information for a 
particular day (see column 9, lines 10-51). 

In regard to claims 15- 17, the above-described user input specifies a first data target with 
which to associate the web browser window, wherein automatically configuring the web browser 
window comprises automatically configuring the window to publish data to this data target, as is 
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described above. Specifically, this data target is a remote data target associated with a remote 
computer, wherein automatically configuring the window comprising automatically configuring 
the window to connect to the remote data target and publish data to the remote data target during 
program execution, as is described above in the rejection for claim 6. As further described 
above, the program of Gerra is operable to receive data from such a data target; the web browser 
window specifically accesses and displays data from a data source, and publishes the data to a 
the data target in order to receive and display information relevant to the data received from the 
data source, (for example, see column 2, line 54 - column 3, line 9). 

As per claims 19 and 20, the data source described by Gerra also serves as a data target 
for published information, as described above. Thus the data source is the same as the data 
target. The data received and displayed from such a data source may comprise "live" data, such 
as travel information for a particular day (see column 9, lines 10-51). 

In reference to claim 55, Gerra teaches a method like that recited in claim 55, as is shown 
above in the rejections for claims 1 and 19. 

As per claim 68, Gerra discloses that the abo've-described method may be implemented as 
a computer program on a memory medium (see column 4, lines 39-54). Such a memory medium 
comprising program instructions used to implement the above-described method is considered a 
memory medium, like that recited in claim 68, which is for configuring a graphical user interface 
element to publish and subscribe to a data target and data source, respectively. 

Regarding claim 71, Gerra teaches displaying a graphical user interface element, namely 
a browser window comprising multiple frames, whereby it is understood that such a window is 
displayed in response to user input, as is known in the art (for example, see column 6, lines 41- 
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51). As each frame is designated to display data from a particular source, and since as described 
above, each source also serves as a target for information, it is understood that user input 
specifying a data source and data target with which to associate the frames of the GUI window is 
necessitated. Gerra specifically discloses that a program may be constructed for a particular 
function, such as booking travel reservations, and thus requires access to specific data sources 
and targets (for example, see column 9, lines 10-56). As such data sources and targets may not 
be well known, it is understood that user input specifying such specific data sources and targets 
may be input during development of the computer program. In response to receiving such input, 
the browser window is configured to automatically connect to one of the data sources and 
receive and display data from the data source, and publish this data to the other data source, 
which as described above, also serves as a target for published information (see column 2, line 
56 - column 5, line 9). The other data source uses this published information to retrieve data 
relevant to the information. 

Claim 72 is rejected for the reasons described above in the rejection for claims 2 and 3. 

As per claim 73, the program taught by Gerra is executed to receive data from a remote 
data source, display the data in a GUI element, and publish data to a data target (see column 9, 
lines 10-52). 

With respect to claim 74, the program taught by Gerra is understood to be a graphical 
program, comprising a plurality of interconnected nodes, i.e. intersections, which visually 
indicate functionality of the graphical program (for example, see FIG. 6\ each frame of the 
browser window comprises four nodes, delineating the corners of the frame). 
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Regarding claim 75, it is understood that the data received from the remote data source 
has necessarily been published to the data source using some type of computer program, as is 
known in the art. This data may comprise "live" data, such as travel information for a particular 
day (see column 9, lines 10-51). 

With respect to claim 76, Gerra teaches that the data source may be a server program, as 
is described above in the rejection for claim 11. 

Concerning claim 77, Gerra teaches that the data target is the same as the data source, as 
is described above in the rejection for claim 19. 

Regarding claim 78, Gerra discloses that the data source may be specified by a URL, as is 
described above in the rejection for claim 1 . 

In reference to claim 79, Gerra teaches that the remote data source may be associated 
with a second computer located remotely from the first computer, wherein as described above in 
the rejection for claim 6, the first computer is operable to connect to the second computer over a 
network. 

Regarding claim 80, Gerra teaches displaying a graphical user interface element, namely 
a browser window comprising multiple frames, whereby it is understood that such a window is 
displayed in response to user input, as is known in the art (for example, see column 6, lines 41- 
51). As each frame is designated to display data from a particular source, and since as described 
above, each source also serves as a target for information, it is understood that user input 
specifying a data source and data target with which to associate the frames of the GUI window is 
necessitated. Gerra specifically discloses that a program may be constructed for a particular 
function, such as booking travel reservations, and thus requires access to specific data sources 
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and targets (for example, see column 9, lines 10-56). Consequently, it is understood that user 
input specifying such specific data sources and targets may be input during development of the 
computer program. In the case of the web server being a source of information, Gerra teaches 
that the user may specify this source using a URL (see column 1, lines 28-47). In response to 
receiving such input, the browser window is configured to automatically connect to one of the 
data sources and receive and display data from the data source, and publish this data to the other 
data source, which as described above, also serves as a target for published information (see 
column 2, line 56 - column 5, line 9). The other data source uses this published information to 
retrieve data relevant to the information. 

Claim 81 is rejected for the reasons described above in the rejection for claims 2 and 3. 

As per claim 82, the program taught by Gerra is executed to receive data from a remote 
data source, display the data in a GUI element, and publish data to a data target (see column 9, 
lines 10-52). 

With respect to claim 83, the program taught by Gerra is understood to be a graphical 
program, comprising a plurality of interconnected nodes, i.e. intersections, which visually 
indicate functionality of the graphical program (for example, see FIG. 6; each frame of the 
browser window comprises four nodes, delineating the corners of the frame). 

Regarding claim 84, it is understood that the data received from the remote data source 
has necessarily been published to the data source using some type of computer program, as is 
known in the art. This data may comprise "live" data, such as travel information for a particular 
day (see column 9, lines 10-51). 
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With respect to claim 85, Gerra teaches that the data source may be a server program, as 
is described above in the rejection for claim 11. 

Concerning claim 86, Gerra teaches that the data target is the same as the data source, as 
is described above in the rejection for claim 19. 

Regarding claim 87, Gerra discloses that the data source may be specified by a URL, as is 
described above in the rejection for claim 1 . 

In reference to claim 88, Gerra teaches that the remote data source may be associated 
with a second computer located remotely from the first computer, wherein as described above in 
the rejection for claim 6, the first computer is operable to connect to the second computer over a 
network. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the U.S. 
Patent of Gerra, which is described above, and also over U.S. Patent No. 5,339,392, which is 
attributed to Risberg et al. (and hereafter referred to as "Risberg"). As described above, Gerra 
teaches a method like that recited in claim 1, the method involving receiving user input 
specifying a data source and target with which to associated a GUI element, whereby in response 
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to receiving such input, the GUI element is automatically configured to connect to the data 
source and receive and display data from the data source. Gerra, however, does not explicitly 
disclose that the user input specifying the data source and target is received via a user interface 
dialog box, as recited in claim 4, or that the data displayed via the GUI element is measurement 
data, as recited in claim 20. 

Like Gerra, Risberg discusses accessing information from multiple remote sources, 
specifically via particular GUI elements (see column 2, lines 25-55). Regarding the claimed 
invention, Risberg discloses that the user enters a source from which to receive data via a user 
interface dialog box (for example, see column 12, lines 5-28). Risberg additionally teaches that 
the data received and displayed by such a source may comprise data measured by one of various 
services, such as u MarketFeed2," "Telerate," or "Reuters" (see column 28, lines 40-47). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of 
Gerra and Risberg before him at the time the invention was made, to modify the method taught 
by Gerra, such that a user may input a data source and target via a dialog box, and such that the 
data received and displayed from this source comprises measurement data, as is done by Risberg. 
It would have been advantageous to one of ordinary skill to utilize such a combination because 
dialog boxes provide a common and thus user- friendly means for entering data, and because the 
reception and display of measurement data is useful in particular applications, as is demonstrated 
by Risberg. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Blaine Basom whose telephone number is (703) 305-7694. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, from 8:30 am to 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (703) 308-3 1 16. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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